Histopathological and histochemical studies on the tonsils in children with rheumatic heart disease.
The tonsils were studied histologically and histochemically in 67 children with rheumatic heart disease, 33 children with chronic tonsillitis and 5 normal children. The tonsils of rheumatic children showed hyperplasia and hyperactivity of lymphocytes and paucity of phagocytes. It was suggested that these peculiar findings might contribute to the pathogenesis of rheumatic fever.